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Namita Devidayal

U ntil recently, Garima Kapi-
la, a management consult-
ant with a leading multi-
national, was working in of-

fices, analysing data, working with
industry experts, and checking her
client's progress in relation to the tar-
gets she had laid out for them. She
loved her job but something was miss-
ing. She wanted more.

Suddenly, all that has changed.
Now, the 24 year-old IIT graduate finds
that even when she shuts down her
laptop she can't stop thinking about
work. Her first thoughts when she
wakes up are, “What can I do to make
this fantastic programme work? How
can I get more applications in today?”

Kapila recently left her coveted
consulting job to become the Mumbai
director for Teach For India, an im-
passioned movement that is gradual-
ly becoming the buzzword in college
campuses, which have been touched
by it. Suddenly, students and even
young professionals like Kapila are
sitting up and saying, “We want to be
the agents of change. We don’t con-
sider this a compromise but, rather,
a career enhancer.”

Teach For India is a programme
based on Teach For America, which
aims to narrow educational inequities
by placing India's most outstanding
college graduates and young profes-
sionals in low-income schools to teach
for two years. The programme is be-
ing supported by some of the top cor-
porates in the country, including McK-
insey, Thermax and the Aditya Birla
group and ICICI. These companies
have agreed to send two young pro-
fessionals (if they qualify), pay their
stipend for the time they are away, and
take them back in when they complete
the teaching stint, simply because
they believe that the challenge will
enhance their capabilities.

So far, more than 4,000 people from
cities across India have registered on
the site, and about 800 have sent in
their applications. In The selection
process comprises a rigorous screen-
ing of applicants, followed by a day-
long interview where the applicant
will also have to go through the mo-
tions of teaching in a simulated class-
room. The applicants include top per-
formers from leading colleges as well
as companies.

The initial applications are re-
vealing. For instance, a student from
a top Mumbai arts college wrote in
her essay, “I want to be humbled by
the responsibilities of being a

teacher. I want to wake up early each
morning knowing that I will be af-
fecting lives today and sleep late at
night hoping that I’ve done it the
right way. I want to be struck with
that glorious moment I’ve so often
read about, but can only imagine,
when the nobility and magnanimity
of a career as a teacher strikes you.
I want to spend my days carefully be-
cause I know that any mistake on my
part could cause devastating conse-
quences, that doing anything but my
best is something I must practice

first, then preach. I want to be TFI
Fellow because I want to be given the
opportunity to be educated.”

An analyst at a multinational
wrote in thus: “Having been success-
ful in my career thus far, I have now
reached the point when I am ready to
try something different. I want to help
fire the Indian education revolution
that is around the corner.” Teach For
India founder Shaheen Mistri says
that she is quite amazed by the kinds
of questions and responses she has
been getting while recruiting fellows
for the 2009 teaching programme. Peo-
ple want to know more, they have their
own skepticism which has made even
us sit up and think. For instance, some
want to know: Why are the placements
only in urban areas? Why are the fel-

lows being placed in schools given that
the greatest inequity is among chil-
dren who are not even in school? Why
in the English language? Will this re-
ally bring about a systemic change?

But the underlying enthusiasm is
unmistakable, says Mistri. “People
are beginning to understand that as
one person, I have such limited im-
pact but by being a part of such a
great network, one can really make
a difference.”

(The last date for submitting ap-
plications for the Teach For India 2009
is February 1. For more information,
log on to www.teachforindia.org)

N E E D S  L E A D E R S A N D  V I S I O N A R I E S

CORPORATE PARTNERS

� Aditya Birla Group
� AFL
� Ambit
� AZB Law
� Citigroup
� Forbes Marshall
� Godrej
� HDFC
� HDFC Standard Life Insurance
� Hindustan Unilever
� ICICI Bank
� ICICI Prudential
� JSW Steel
� Mastek
� McKinsey & Company
� Monitor Group
� Tata Chemicals
� Tata Power
� Thermax
� Zensar Technologies

THEY WANT TO LEARN 
BY TEACHING

More than 800 college students and
young professionals have applied 

to Teach For India 2009

GRADUATE SCHOOL
PARTNERS
� The Indian School of

Business
� Sadhana Centre for

Management and
Leadership Development
(SCMLD)

� SP Jain Institute of
Management and Research
(SPJIMR)

I see this as the best way to
develop my personality by working
in a real time and challenging
environment which will push me to
my limits. By taking up this
assignment, I want to further my
career path and ensure that I see
the human side of things which one
can so easily forget in the pursuit
of material happiness

MBA graduate

I want to be a TFI Fellow
because I want to be given
the opportunity to be
educated
Arts student
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Mumbai: The city’s burgeoning festival cal-
endar has a new edition: the Mumbai Sap-
tarang festival, a cultural extravaganza or-
ganised by the state government. The week-
long festival from January 23 to 29 has been
organised to cheer up Mumbaikars who are
still recovering from the tragedy of 26/11. The
state’s culture minister Harshavardhan Patil
described it as a “cultural salute to coura-
geous Mumbai’’. He’s particularly keen that
youngsters attend. The festival, which cost Rs
2 crore, will be spread across seven venues and
showcase the talents of 200 artists from across
the country and 100 artists from Maharash-
tra. It will feature events that celebrate Inde-
pendence and cultural diversity.

SAPTARANG CALENDAR
January 23

S a p t r a n g
will be inau-
gurated by
Chief Minis-
ter Ashok
Chavan. The
CM, along

with several union ministers and members
of the state cabinet, will pay homage to the
victims of 26/11 attacks. The inauguration
will be followed by Unity in Diversity, a mu-
sical concert which will see performances by
Rupak Kulkarni (flute), Satish Vyas (san-
toor), Bhavani Shankar (pakhawaj), Fazal
Qureshi (tabla), Loius Banks (keyboard) and
Sanjeev Chimmalgi (vocals). Amitabh
Bachchan and Javed Akhtar will recite poet-
ry by their fathers, poets Harivanshrai
Bachchan and Jan Nisar Akhtar. Singers
Anup Jalota and Jagjit Singh will sing ghaz-
als and devotional songs.
Time: 6pm
Venue: Gateway of India

January 24
Catch TV show Sa Re Ga Ma, besides a per-
formance by 20 musicians from London
Time: 7pm
Venue: Ravindra Natya Mandir

January 25
Listen to Hariprasad Chaurasia’s en-
thralling flute performance.
Time: 6.15pm
Venue: Gateway of In-
dia

The Vadali
brothers will
sing Sufi
qawwalis at a
concert organised by
The Times Group
Time: 7pm
Venue: Gateway of India

National award-winning

painters will paint their view of the city.
Time: 10am-6pm
Venue: Jijamata Udyan, Byculla

January 26
Conducted by Javed Akhtar, this musical ex-
travaganza will feature Pandit Jasraj, Ni-
ladri Kumar, Rakesh Chaurasiya and Zakir
Hussain.
Time: 6.15pm
Venue: Gateway of India

January 27 & 28
Groove to tunes belted our by the police and
BMC bands
Time: 7pm
Venue: Mhada Maidan, Bandra (W)

January 30
A number of programmes have been organ-
ised at Shivaji Park to mark martyr’s day.
The sports and youth welfare department
will hold a self-defence camp for women.
Time: 4-6pm
Venue: Shivaji Park

Attend a talk by Shri Shri Ravi Shankar on
peace through meditation
Time: 6.15 pm
Venue: Shivaji Park

Catch a santoor performance by Pandit Shiv-
kumar Sharma 
Time: 7 pm
Venue: Shivaji Park

Throughout the week
Folk performances
Catch performances in yakshagana, bhang-
da, pandvani, ghumar and ras garba among
other folk forms every day at 7pm at venues
such as Nare Park in Parel, Lokmanya Tilak
Maidan in Chembur, Moghara Village in
Andheri (E), Lion’s Club Maidan in Marol
and MHADA Maidan in Bandra (W).

Mahalaxmi Saras
Women’s self-help groups will display goods

they’ve made.
Time: 7pm

Venue: Mhada Maidan, Bandra (W)

Natyanjali
Watch troupes from across the
country will celebrate the Sepoy

Mutiny of 1857. Attend a workshop
by Kanak Rele’s Nalanda Dance

Research Centre. Call Ravin-
dra Natya Mandir on 022

2431-2956 for details.
Prominent hotels and
restaurants in Colaba, in-
cluding the Taj, are offer-
ing a 20% discount.

All events are free. Passes
must be collected at
Ravindra Natya Mandir.

Now, a cultural fest to
cheer up Mumbaikars

Supported by 
The Times of India

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: If you were plan-
ning to go in for an eye check-
up this Saturday, it seems like
you will have to wait. Oph-
thalmologists across the state
will stay off work on January
24 to protest the assault on a
colleague in Ahmednagar on
December 24 last year.

The eye specialists have
decided to observe the 24th of
every month as ‘No Practice
Day’ till the time the govern-
ment passes the much-await-
ed bill assuring stringent 
action against those who 
attack members of the med-
ical fraternity.

Come Saturday and no eye
doctor will attend to patients
at any of the hospitals, both
private and government, or
clinics. Ophthalmology pro-
fessors will not conduct class-
es at medical colleges. How-
ever, emergency patients
would be attended to, said 
the doctors.

There have been increas-
ing incidences of assaults on
doctors across the state. Mem-
bers of the medical fraterni-
ty have long been demanding
that such an attack be de-
clared as non-bailable offence.
Justifying their decision,
Bombay Ophthalmologists’
Association president S
Natarajan said, “All that we
have been saying is that if the
doctor is wrong, let the law
take its own course. There
have been too many attacks
on doctors. In most cases, the
attackers are let off without
any stringent action.’’

Reiterating their demand
for a legal shield against such
attacks, the doctors have
urged the state to immedi-
ately pass a law to that effect.
A draft bill has already been
approved by the state cabinet.
The new legislation envisages
three years of imprisonment
and a fine of up to Rs 50,000
for those who either van-

dalised medical premises or
attacked those who work
there. Such a law already ex-
ists in Andhra Pradesh.

The incident that has the
ophthalmology fraternity rat-
tled was an assault on
renowned eye specialist
Prakash Kankaria in Ahmed-
nagar on December 24 last
year. The former head of the
Maharashtra Ophthalmology
Association was assaulted
and his clinic vandalised by
a mob of 12 persons.

Doctors said trouble first
started on December 18, when
a couple who had consulted
him, refused to pay the bill
which ran into a few hun-
dreds. They allegedly left
threatening to ‘murder the
doctor’. On December 24, a
mob of 12 returned to
Kankaria’s clinic. They ran-
sacked his office, blackened
his face and assaulted him.

The protesting doctors
said that they too could be vic-
timised in a similar fashion
in the absence of a legislation
that ensures their safety.

Eye specialists
to stay off work
on January 24

The eye specialists
have decided to
observe •No Practice
Day• on the 24th of
every month till the
time the state
government passes
the much-awaited bill
assuring strict 
action against those
who attack members
of medical fraternity
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Two persons were killed and two others were injured in separate
road accidents at Santa Cruz (E). The deceased have been
identified as Wincent Fernandes (18) and Baijnath Singh (28). TNN

Two killed in two separate road mishaps 

Lottery Firms Have Found A Way To Exploit The Law•s Grey Areas„Operate In Cyberspace

ALL BETS ARE ONLINE
Swat i Deshpande | TNN

I n Maharashtra, betting on horse races is
the only legalised form of wagering, in ac-

cordance with the terms of the Bombay Wa-
ger Act. Though the Indian government
does not specifically ban online gambling, in
Maharashtra it is illegal under the Bombay
Wager Act

THE BOMBAY PREVENTION OF GAMBLING ACT 
This Act makes it an offence to run a gaming
house and:
� Punishment is a minimum one month in
prison for a first offence and a Rs 200 fine
� A second offence calls for three months in
prison and a Rs 200 fine
� For a third offence, the minimum punish-
ment is 6 months imprisonment

THE LOTTERIES (REGULATION) ACT OF 1998 
� Only the state government will print lottery
tickets and sell them either itself or through
selling agents
� The state shall itself conduct draws of all the
lotteries
� Prizes shall not be offered for any pre-
announced number or on the basis of a single
digit, and lotteries can only be run by a draw
only once in a week.
� A violation of the Act attracts a punishment
of up to two years in jail or fine or both
� The offence is cognisable and non-bailable,
which means the police cannot on its own
release an accused on bail.

THE PUBLIC GAMBLING ACT
� Public gambling and keeping a ‘common
gaming-house’ is an offence
� It is an offence if one is even found present
in the gaming-house

Sanjeev Shivadekar | TNN

Mumbai: The state government’s
claims that it has clamped down on
gambling activities has not affect-
ed the business from flourishing
on the Internet. Under the guise of
instant lotteries, operators have
launched online card games, and
their popularity among the mass-
es is overwhelming. Online tickets
can be purchased at lottery termi-
nals, and players, on selecting a
card (Jack, Queen or King), wait
for the draw that is declared every
15 minutes.

As per the Central Lotteries
(Regulation) Act, 1998, the state gov-
ernment may organise, conduct or
promote a lottery, but no lottery can
have more than one draw in a week.
According to an official from the
state lottery department, permis-
sion has been granted to run on-
line lotteries, but not card games.
Early last week,Ranjana Sinha, the

state’s principal secretary, who is
also in charge of the Maharashtra
State Lottery Department, told TOI
that there was no central govern-
ment law for online lotteries. “We
can put an end to this or draft a pol-
icy accordingly,’’ she said.

Lottery companies say that
what they’re doing is legal.Amit
Bhanushali, spokesperson for
Goldwin,a popular online serv-
ice provider, said: “The game
is legal, and we are adhering
to the Lotteries Act.’’ The grey
area in this case is the fact
that the state does not
run any of these on-
line lotteries. Seema
Vyas, the commission-
er for lotteries, Maha-
rashtra, concurred.
“Those currently oper-
ating in Maharashtra are
run from other states in India.
I cannot comment on their legal
status without knowing the details

of the
issue.’’

W h e n
shown the photo-
graph of a lottery termi-
nal where results are de-
clared every 15 minutes, a sen-
ior official from the lottery de-
partment said, “This is a violation
of the Lotteries Act. It is up to the
Centre and the concerned state to
take cognisance of the violation of
the Act.’’

But Mumbaikars hoping to hit
the jackpot are not concerned with
the legality of the enterprise. For
35-year-old daily wager, Gir-
japrasad Dhuliya, the lottery is his
chance to make it big. “Getting a

loan from the bank is out of the
question. So, I try my luck with lot-
tery,’’ he said. Transparency and
the fact that people have only 15
minutes to wait for the results are
viewed as plus points. A similar

sentiment is echoed by Sajid
Qureshi, a regular player. “We

can see results as they are de-
clared online. This brings

more transparency to the
game.’’

The `lot-
tery’ is simi-
lar to matka,

a form
of gam-

b l i n g ,
which has

now been
banned. Former

deputy chief min-
ister R R Patil said: “I

will have to take the in-
formation into consider-

ation before I comment on
it.’’ It was during his tenure that
the state CID inquiry was initiat-
ed against the ongoing illegal in-
stant lottery business in the state.

In Maharashtra, the annual
turnover in the business is over Rs
20,000 crore with weekly sales hit-
ting Rs 100 crore across 3,500 lot-
tery terminals.

OTHER FORMS OF ILLEGAL GAMBLING IN THE CITY

MATKA
Matka owes its origins to the bets
accepted on the closing indices of
the New York markets near Cotton
Exchange at Kalbadevi. It morphed
into matka after enterprising
businessmen started picking up
three cards from an earthen
vessel. Ratan Khatri was the
undisputed king of matka. 
Today, a motley bunch of
operators runs the 4-5 rackets that
extend to the suburbs and the
hinterland of India. In Mumbai, the
game thrives in places like Worli
and Kalyan

RUMMY CLUBS 
A slew of both seedy and posh
rummy clubs operate in areas
such as Walkeshwar, Dongri,
Santa Cruz and Charni
Road. Some like Dadar
Merchants' Club in
Dadar TT and
Central at
Bombay
Central would
offer unlimited
drinks (both
alcoholic and non-
alcoholic), cigarettes and food
to keep their players„many of
them out-of-towners„glued to

their seats. There have been cases
of players stuck to a particular

table for three consecutive days.
Every table has a •jockey•

who represents the
house. The club gets a

cut of every game, and
stakes range from 50 paise

to Rs 10 a point. Then there
are the big daddies that offer

air-conditioned premises,
where the moneybags are

locked in with their money, to try
their luck at high-stake rummy (13

cards), kitty (22-26 cards) or teen
patti (the blind amount starts at 
Rs 1,000). 

BOOKIES
Many of the big bookies are financed
or controlled by underworld gangs.
They offer odds on match results,
individual performances as well as
•fancy bets• that include betting on
the outcome of a particular
delivery. Trust is the key to these
rackets. No punter is allowed to
enter the game without prior
recommendation. All bets are made
on the phone, and are honoured
through cash, or credited for future
gambling. Disputes involving lakhs
of rupees are resolved by the chotta
and bada bhais .

The rule of the law

Swat i Deshpande | TNN

Mumbai: A few years ago, the
state began to crack down on
online lottery centres starting with
Buldana and other small cities and
districts, but lottery agents moved
court to challenge the raids
conducted by the police. At
present, there are nearly 15 such
petitions pending in the Bombay
High Court, where the state•s
action has been challenged. The
menace of online lotteries was
also raised in a public interest

litigation in 2004. These lotteries,
the PIL said, were usually under
the guise of state-held on-line
lotteries in total violation of the
Lotteries (Regulation) Act, 1998,
which bans single-digit lottery
and pre-announced number
lotteries. Last year, the Supreme
court,  offering some reprieve to
agents of state-run lotteries had
said that agents have an
independent right, apart from that
of the state, to move high courts
challenging government actions
that ban the trade. 

Agents fight their battle in court

Ram


